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Jean Maguire ElImer

MAR 30,1933 - OCT 31, 2019

ean Maguire Elmer, 86, a resident of Leesburg Florida for over 50 years, went to
be with her Lord and Savior Jesus Christ on October 31st, 2019. Viewing will be

rom 4 PM until 7 PM on Wednesday, November 6th, at Page-Theus Funeral Home,
Leesburg Chapel. A memorial service will be held from 6 PM until 7 PM on
Thursday, November 7th at the same location and a private graveside service will be
performed on Friday, November 8th.
Jean Katherine Maguire was the youngest of five siblings, born to John Lawrence
Maguire and Flora Powers Maguire on March 30th, 1933. She graduated from Miami
High School and then achieved her Bachelor of Arts degree with Honors in
Journalism through her studies at both Florida State University and the University of
Miami. She was inducted into the prestigious honor society of Mu Kappa Tau. She
married the love of her life, Joseph William, "Bill" Elmer on November 20th, 1954
and devoted her life to supporting him and caring for their children. She worked as a
copy-editor at the Miami Daily News and the Miami Herald while Bill attended
medical school and completed an internship in general medicine, at the University
of Miami and Los Angeles County Hospital respectively. They then moved to
Leesburg Florida in 1963 and remained residents there for over 50 years. During that
time, Jean and Bill served as active members of First Baptist Church Leesburg, with
Jean serving as the librarian for over three decades. Jean and Bill also shared
responsibility teaching Sunday school for preschool children for almost 40 years.
Once Bill established his practice in Leesburg, Jean was able to focus her efforts on
her most cherished project, caring for her children, Larry and Samantha, born in
1958 and 1965 respectively. Later in life, her love for her children overflowed to her
grandchildren, Stephen and Cara.
Jean was one of the prayer warriors of First Baptist Church and, along with her
husband, prayed diligently for her children as well as countless other families and
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their children throughout the Leesburg area for many, many years.

Jean thoroughly enjoyed traveling with her husband and children throughout the
United States and various countries around the world. She always found the best in
everyone and loved to care for friends and strangers alike.

Her greatest joy was to serve others, whether members of the community through
her ministry at First Baptist Church, or sharing time with family and friends,
especially during the holidays when she would treat her entire family and multiple
friends to scrumptious and irresistible meals and desserts.

Jean struggled with Alzheimer's disease during the last few years of her life but always
maintained her sweet and loving disposition, frequently breaking out in song,
laughter and dancing when prompted by friends and family.

Jean is survived by her beloved husband, Bill Elmer, sister Peg Taylor, son Larry
(LeAnn) Elmer, and daughter Samantha (Michael) Shwartz. She is also survived by
her grandchildren Stephen (Rebecca) Elmer and Cara (Matthew) Elmer-Lyon, and
great-grand children Benjamin Elmer and Ava Lyon, along with countless nieces and
nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents, sisters Eileen Maguire Owings and Anne
Maguire, and brother Jim Maguire.

Arrangements are conducted by Page-Theus Funeral Home, Leesburg, Florida. In
lieu of flowers, donations may be made to First Baptist Church, Leesburg Florida or
the Parkinson Foundation of Northwest Ohio (PFNWO) in Toledo, Ohio.
Information on the web at www.pfnwo.org describes the purpose and mission of the
PFNWO.
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Ame White posted:

Bill, Samantha and Larry, Jean was a great friend to my family and especially to my father Ken
White. | rememberthe many prayers, kind words and hugs. | neverremember Jean without a smile
on herface and love in her heart. | pray that God brings comfort and peace during this time.Love,
Ame White

November 11at 6:09 PM

Julie Townsend posted:

Bill, Larry, Samantha and your families, We are deeply sorry for yourloss! My entire family has so
many fond memories! Jean was a blessing to everyone that knew her! We are praying foryou all
through this difficult time!I'm sure she has runinto Dad (Dick Icker) in heaven and I'm sure he gave
hera big hug! My mom, myself, sisters and Paul have made a donation in love to the Parkinson's
Foundation. Much Much Love, Julie Icker Townsend

November 6 at 8:58 AM

Bonni Gardner posted:

L 4

November 5 at 8:41 AM

Bowersox posted:

Bill, Jean & Larry moved next doorto us when they came to Leesburg. We, immediately formed a
loving bond neverto be broken. Our 3 girls were excited when Samantha was born. What
wonderful years we spenttogether. Now my sisteris where we will meet again in heaven. We love
you, the family, as always! BobbieAnne & Bill

November 5 at 5:59 AM

Anonymous sent a Healing Tears - All White to the EImer family. s [
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Love, First Baptist Leesburg Pastors & Staff sent a Multicolor Bright Sympathy
Floor Basket to the ElImer family.

November 4 at 1:07 PM

@ Lisa Brown Graham posted:

Bill, Larry, and Samantha,Praying for you all! You had the sweetest Mom and she was so kind to
everyone.lwould love to see you and | will keep you in my prayers!My how time flies!Lisa Brown
Graham

November 4 at 8:51 AM

Stephen lit a candle in honor of Jean.

Bill, Larry and Samantha, our hearts go out to you as you mourn the deep loss we

all feel through Jean's passing. | never saw her without a bright and knowing _
smile. Herlove forall of you was always visible and to share in that love as a el
friend of the family was a special gift from God.We send ourlove to youin

hopes that it can bring some small comfort.We also celebrate the new journey Jean has takento a
home that was her heart's desire.With Tender Kindness,Stephen and Tina McDaniel

November 3 at11:57 AM

‘w Maia Wright November 5 at 2:27 PM

My memories of Jean are always of her smiling. She was one who loved. A wonderful
example of Jesus' presence in herlife. It was so obvious that she loved her family and
especially her grandchildren. Thinking of you all and praying,Maia
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Joyce Phillips Ede posted:

JEAN ELMER WAS A BEAUTIFUL LADY WHO SHOWED HER KIND PERSONALITY WHEVER SHE
WENT @@.1 ADMIRED HER VERY MUCH @@ . " DR ELMER, THOUGHTS OF SYMPATHY AND LOVE
TO YOU AND FAMILY (). JOYCE EDE

November 2 at 2:46 PM

@ Barbara Holloway November 4 at 6:28 PM
Your family will certainly be in my thoughts and prayers!l remember visiting your wife/mom,
with my mom, when Samantha was born! What a sweet, sweet soul!

Gail Walters Young November 4 at 11115 AM
What a beautiful angel Jean must be! In this life she was such a lovely and loving Christian
lady. Jean's radiant personality always brought joy wherever she went.
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Memories only lastif you share them

Join us in honoring Jean by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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